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Several years ago I read an article that talked about family-owned 
businesses and how many failed or ran into significant trouble 
around the third generation. The reasoning was that from gen-

eration to generation values and goals can change, and stubborn attitudes 
and the wrong ideals can prevail. Somewhere along the way the message 
gets lost and in order to hear the things they want to hear the younger 
owners start changing staff. That degrades the message even further and 
generally doesn’t end well.

It’s also worth noting that we’re in an election year, which means that we’ll 
shuffle the deck, rotate through a significant number of politicians, and will 
have this same opportunity in another four years. Every now and then, we 
will make a home run with our selections. 
 
So at this point you might be wondering what failing family businesses 
and a political system that gets redone every four years has to do with us. If 
you take a look at how the active chapter is run you might start to see some 
similarities. We take an average 18-year-old who is at college to get an 
education. We then ask him to not only do that but to help run the finances 
for a 40-person house, to feed them, to make sure the house is maintained, 
to find new people to do the same thing, to take on sports, to have an 

active social life, to do philanthropy, and many other tasks beyond the 
fundamental reason that he is there. He is a full-time student but chooses 
to take all of this on. He does this without any formal training and knows 
in four years he’ll be done and replaced. In that time he has to train a 
replacement and pass on the message that he received when he started. 
The message is that Theta Xi is looking for the best of the best to keep our 
four-year rotations strong.
 
So you can look back, because you’ve been through this, and take pride 
in the fact that for 148 years the Alpha Chapter of Theta Xi has not only 
beat the odds by surviving but has flourished. And this is not by chance 
or luck; it is because when you take the best and they are motivated they 
can accomplish their goals. You should take great pride in what you have 
accomplished. And as we roll on toward the 150th anniversary of our 
founding, you can see just what has made the Alpha Chapter of Theta Xi 

such a success: the brothers.
 
Yours in the bonds,
John Reinhardt ’94 (A1358)
Alumni Association President
(705) 858-1507  /  john@teamreinhardt.com

AlphA ChApteR BeAts the Odds 
And FlOuRishes FOR 148 YeARs

Brothers, You Keep theta Xi strong

Alpha Receives 
national 

Recognition 
AlphaBet Wins First Place

The Alumni Association is pleased 
to announce that Alpha Chapter 
was recognized by Theta Xi Na-

tional in the following categories for 2011-
12: Benchmark Chapter Award, Accredita-
tion Recognition, Outstanding Recruitment 
Award, and Outstanding Communication 
Award–Newsletter. The full listing of na-
tional awards can be found on the Theta Xi 
National website, www.thetaxi.org. 

David Goldschmidt ’94 (A1364) Excited 
to Join Alpha Chapter as Advisor

Taking on the role of chapter advisor for Alpha Chapter is a welcome endeavor that has 
already proven to be a rewarding experience. Though I’m a local alumnus, my visits to 
Alpha Chapter have been relatively few and far between as of late. Life tends to get in the 

way—in particular, my two wonderfully exuberant kids, Edie (3) and Eric (2), whose pictures flood 
my Instagram and Facebook feeds, as many of you well know.

Lucky for me, my career has brought me back to RPI on a much more frequent basis. As of January 
1, I joined the faculty at RPI as the executive officer of the computer science department, one of the 
most popular and financially rewarding majors on campus. In my new role, I teach two classes per 
semester and handle a number of administrative duties within the department. Much like my role as 
chapter advisor, my focus is on undergraduates, the lifeblood of both RPI and Theta Xi.

The fall 2012 semester has been my first true semester as chapter advisor, and already I’ve been 
pleased with the maturity, leadership, and friendliness of the active brothers. Though Greek life on 
campus has changed in the almost 20 years since I was an undergraduate, our actives show the same 
determination, excellence, and collegiality that I remember.

(Continued on page 2)
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My immediate goal as chapter advisor is, 
simply, to meet the actives and help them 
in any way I can, both individually for 
personal growth and collectively as Alpha 
Chapter. I’m happy to know that I’m not 
alone; neighbor and Brother dr. Chuck 
Boylen (A1593) and the alumni association 
members also advise and oversee Alpha 
Chapter in innumerable ways. And with the 
150th anniversary of our founding on the 
horizon, the next two years will prove to 
be some of the most exciting in our history. 
Please reach out to me via Facebook or 
e-mail with questions, ideas, or just to say 
hello. Better yet, I hope to see you at the 
variety of events hosted at Alpha Chapter.

YITB,
david Goldschmidt ’94 
(A1364)
goldschmidt@gmail.com

David Goldschmidt 
’94 (A1364) 

(Continued from page 1)

A fter earning his MBA with emphasis on entrepreneurship from 
Harvard Business School, Alan hald ’68 (A1065) served as 
an officer in the U.S. Army for two years. After discharge from 

active duty, he worked as a bank officer for four years, quitting 
in 1976 to cofound MicroAge Inc., launching one of the first of 
its kind: a distribution company and build-it-yourself franchised 
hobby computer store.

Many questioned why he would leave his promising bank career 
for something so unknown, but the risk paid off as MicroAge 
grew into an $18 million business by 1979 and to a multi-billion 
dollar Fortune 500 company in the early ’90s. “It wasn’t easy and 
it wasn’t luck. We recognized opportunity, were prepared, and 
made it happen, again and again, as the industry exploded.”

For more than 20 years, Alan helped lead MicroAge through a rapidly 
evolving personal computer industry, in the early days doing business with 
future icons Steve Jobs and Bill Gates. Immersed in the entrepreneurial 
experience, he says, “we were all young visionaries, starting with nothing, 
surviving the pitfalls and building businesses that restructured not only the 
computer industry but our daily lives. When you grab onto that growth ex-
perience, creating a revolutionary industry from the scratch, literally chang-
ing the way the world works, you can’t beat that feeling.” 

With the success of his company came personal achievements. In 1995 
Alan was named an Arizona Entrepreneur of the Year and the National 

Master Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst & Young and Inc. Magazine. In 
1998 he was inducted into the Arizona Business Hall of Fame.

Following the national recognition and his leadership at MicroAge, 
Alan served as chairman and director for a variety of companies, 
sharing his expertise in entrepreneurship and technology. He now 
manages private equity funds and, while still busy, finds more time 
to be with his family. “An entrepreneur is devoted to bringing about 
a vision,” he says. “My vision now is to be with them.”

Alan and his wife of 25 years, Kate, reside in Prescott, Arizona, 
where he works from home and an office in Scottsdale. He and 
Chip lee ’68 (A1068) remain good friends, and, even though 

Alan has lost contact with other Theta Xis, he can still picture the brothers, 
the good times, and strong friendships back at Alpha.

“The fraternity experience was outstanding,” he says. “There was no preset 
idea of who a good brother would be. We had a great group of eclectic mem-
bers—athletes, student body leaders, couch potatoes. We were all very inde-
pendent but with a very strong camaraderie. We all stood up for each other 
and our fraternity. Each generation of brothers creates their own stories, that 
may, or may not, be passed along. The movie Animal House, in many ways, 
reminds me of Alpha in the ’60s; a spirited brotherhood reflecting the times, 
but without double secret probation, taking down the town parade, or a dead 
horse in the dean’s office. Memories embellished and passed along; definitely 
not forgotten, at least not yet.” E-mail: alan@hald.us

spotlight on entrepreneur Alan hald ’68 (A1065)

Alumnus develOped BluepRint FOR 
ChAnGe in COmputeR industRY

James “Al” moore (A840) took his 
final exams his sophomore year in 
June 1953 and then disappeared, never 

returning to finish his degree at RPI. Thanks to 
the efforts of his sophomore year roommates 
lloyd Bauer ’55 (A826) and Bill taubert ’55 
(A824), who had spent the last 16 years searching 
for him, Al Moore has returned to Alpha Chapter 
after being lost for nearly 60 years. According 
to Lloyd and Bill, Al’s adventures at RPI were 
legendary; but, ultimately, it turns out Al left RPI 
after his two-year scholarship fund ran dry.
 
This September, armed with knowledge gleaned 
from the chapter archives, Lloyd and Bill finally 
located the correct Al Moore in Fort Mohave, 
Arizona, and contacted his family living in the 
area. His second wife, Lori, confirmed that Al 
had passed away in 2003 at the age of 69. He had 
spent his life in southern California working for 
Douglas Aircraft, McDonnell Douglas, and Boe-
ing. While at McDonnell Douglas, he worked 

on the Skylab project to put the space station in 
orbit. Al retired in the late 1990s, and he and Lori 
moved to Fort Mohave. They loved the outdoors 
and bought a motor home to take long family trips 
on the road. In addition to Lori, Al is survived by 
his three daughters: Lori, Cassie, and Holly. 
 
Many thanks to Brothers Bauer and Taubert for 
bringing a long-lost brother back into the fold.

BRinGinG Al mOORe (A840) 
hOme tO thetA Xi

two Alumnus’ efforts to locate a lost Brother

Al Moore (A840) with his pre-WWII Essex car 
in 1953. Picture was taken across Sage Avenue 

with the RSE house in the background. 



Chapter 
Eternal

Allen K. Woodcock ’48 (A615) entered 
Chapter Eternal on May 26, 2010, at the 
age of 88. Allen was a WWII Marine Corps 
veteran of the Pacific Theatre and a former 
plant manager at Shulton in Mays Landing, 
N.J. An avid fisherman, he is survived by his 
daughter, Lynn, and his son, Allen Jr.

William A. Fatora ’47 (A702) entered 
Chapter Eternal on March 15 at the age of 
86. Bill was a WWII Navy veteran and had 
retired from General Electric. He is survived 
by his wife of 55 years, LaVerne, and his 
two daughters, Diane and Julie. Bill was a 
resident of Cincinnati, Ohio.

William Austin iii ’52 (A756Ap) entered 
Chapter Eternal on May 26, 2011, at the 
age of 83. Initiated at the Alpha Pi Chapter 
(Univ. of Connecticut), William transferred 
to RPI. After graduation, he served as a 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army and developed 
a system that reduced the time needed to 
re-provision ships in port. After working as 
division manager for Miniature Precision 
Ball Bearings in Keane, N.H., he became 
vice-president of marketing at the Vermont 
Research Corporation. He also was president 
of Water’s Edge Spas. William enjoyed 
working on his farm in Acworth, N.H., and 
raised award-winning sheep. He is survived 
by his wife, Nancy, and six children. His 
brother, Charles Austin ’55, is also an 
Alpha (A809).

donald p. simek ’54 (A802) entered 
Chapter Eternal on March 14 at the age 
of 80. Quarterback and captain of the RPI 
football team, Don entered the military after 
college. After earning the rank of captain 
in the U.S. Air Force, he worked for IBM 
and had a 32-year career in the real estate 
and construction division. The Multiple 
Sclerosis Society awarded Don a lifetime 
achievement award for his dedication to the 
cause. He is survived by his companion, 

Patty Wilson, and his children: William, 
Diane, and Nancy. Don was a resident of 
Watertown, Conn.

John Okrepkie ’54 (A817) entered Chapter 
Eternal on September 14 at the age of 80. 
He was a resident of Troy, N.Y. Before 
serving in the Army, John was co-captain of 
the RPI football team and graduated with a 
degree in biology. He worked at the Huyck 
Felt and Norton Companies before co-
founding Adirondack Specialty Adhesives. 
He is survived by his longtime companion, 
Barbara Grimmick, and his children, 
Michael and Ann Marie.

Gerald l. Commerford ’55 (A835) entered 
Chapter Eternal on July 3 at the age of 78. 
Gerry began his career as an aerospace 
engineer, working on the X-15 experimental 
plane that reached space, and subsequently 
worked on the space shuttle program. He 
played a key role in bringing the space 
shuttle back into service in 1988. He is 
survived by his wife, Nancy, and his eight 

children. Brothers Art maffei ’55 (A865), 
Joe Freitag ’53 (A860), and Bill taubert 
’55 (A824) attended Gerry’s memorial mass 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 
in Irvine, Calif. Brother Maffei delivered 
one of the eulogies.

Robert v. hodgkins ’56 (A866) entered 
Chapter Eternal on March 15 at the age of 
78. He was a resident of Winthrop, Maine. 
After two years in the U.S. Navy and 
working for H.B. Kimmey Co. and Albany 
International Corp., he retired in 1994 as a 
building contractor at Real Horizons Inc. 
Bob is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Polly, and their sons, Stuart and Robert. His 
father, J. leland, was also an Alpha (A366). 

Jack B. Watson ’58 (A905) entered 
Chapter Eternal on October 8, 2011. After 
serving in the U.S. Navy, Jack established 
Special Devices Inc. in the 1970s. He later 
provided support for the movie industry as 
president of Watson Helicopters Inc. from 
1982 to 2000. He loved to fly and enjoyed 
riding motorcycles. He is survived by his 
wife, Magi, and his son, John. Jack resided 
in La Canada, Calif. 

William R. hutton ’66 (A1026) entered 
Chapter Eternal on May 5 at the age of 67. 
After obtaining bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from RPI, Bill worked at IBM 
Kingston for 32 years and retired as a senior 
manager. He loved to fly fish and spend time 
at the family camp in Saranac Lake, N.Y. 
He is survived by his wife, Virginia, and his 
daughters, Kimberly and Jennifer.

Robert C. Kohberger ’67 (A1037) entered 
Chapter Eternal on March 17 at the age of 
66. He resided in Greenwich, Conn. After 
college, he served two years in the U.S. 
Navy during the Vietnam War. Building on 
a 27-year career with Lederle and Wyeth, 
he became a consultant in biostatistics and 
vaccine research. A world-class scientist, 
his expertise in vaccine development was 
in much demand by industry and academia. 

Alphabet Soup 

(Continued on back)
Gerald L. Commerford ’55 (A835) worked for the 
space shuttle program as an aerospace engineer.

Art Maffei ’55 (A865), Joe Freitag ’53 (A860), 
and Bill Taubert ’55 (A824) attended the memorial 

mass of Gerald L. Commerford ’55 (A835). 



Bob was an ardent supporter of RPI. He is 
survived by his wife, Gail, and his daughters, 
Cortney Anne and Caren Lynn.

Anthony F. Battaglia ’71 (A1109) entered 
Chapter Eternal on February 2 at the age 
of 62. After graduation, Tony worked at 
Thomson Aircraft Tire in Miami, Fla., 
where he eventually became CEO. He loved 
to sail and scuba dive. He is survived by his 
daughters, Vanessa and Charis, and their 
mother, Nadine.

Alumni News

douglas heydon ’49 (A699) retired—for 
the third time—in 2010 after an exciting 
60 years in the aerospace business. He’s 
lived in Washington, D.C., since 1984 
but now has time to enjoy it. E-mail: 
dheydon@earthlink.net

michael lyden ’78 (A1173) and his wife, 
Joy, moved to Capellen, Luxembourg, in 
July. He started the new NATO Support 

Agency and serves as its first general 
manager. He looks forward to 6294 in April. 
E-mail: lydenmjm@comcast.net

michael A. Rivera ’88 (A1261) and 
his wife, Paula, welcomed their second 
child, Olivia, on November 9 in Houston, 
Texas. Michael and his family reside in 
Kingwood, Texas, where he works for Clark 
Construction Group LLC. 

david Fowkes ’89 (A1275) works at 
Bristow Group in Houston, Texas, as director 
of strategy and structured transactions. He 
commutes from New Jersey and plans to 
permanently move his family to Texas next 
summer. E-mail: dwfowkes@verizon.net

hayri tarhan ’94 (A1384) and his wife, 
Monica, welcomed daughter Julianna on 
June 9. The family resides in Columbia, Md. 
E-mail: hayri.tarhan@gmail.com

Gary Barker ’98 (A1439) works at HQ 
ACC as the F-16 functional area manager 
and realistic training manager. He resides at 

Langley Air Force Base in Virginia. E-mail: 
barkeg@gmail.com

steve Kereakoglow ’02 (A1502) and his 
wife, Amanda, welcomed their daughter, 
Evelyn Mae, on June 8. The family 
resides in Knoxville, Tenn. E-mail: 
sck22@yahoo.com

nate Falkiewicz ’06 (A1548) finished 
his Ph.D. in aerospace engineering at 
the University of Michigan. He lives 
in Huntington Beach, Calif., and works 
as an aeroelasticity engineer at Boeing 
Research & Technology. E-mail: 
nate.j.falkiewicz@gmail.com

Kevin Guldner ’08 (A1578) is deployed in 
the west Pacific. He is a resident of Leemore, 
Calif. E-mail: kevin.guldner@gmail.com

Carlos Correa ’09 (A1597) was married 
in May. He is deployed in the Middle 
East doing two consecutive tours. He is 
a resident of Warner Robins, Ga. E-mail: 
correc36@gmail.com

Also, brothers can be proud that Alpha Chapter once again took home the People’s Choice Award during the sixth annual Greek 
ChowderFest Competition held at the RSE house. This marks the third year running that Alpha has secured bragging rights for their 
chowder. This free event during Reunion and Homecoming Weekend is a competition between Greek organizations for the top prizes 
of people’s choice and judges’ choice with $300 for each category. Greek ChowderFest is sponsored by the Office of Alumni Relations, 
the Rensselaer Alumni Association & Alumni Inter-Greek Council, Panhellenic, and IFC.

ClAss OF 1962 RetuRns 
FOR 50th AnniveRsARY

Alpha’s Chowder is people’s Choice for third Consecutive Year

To celebrate Reunion and Homecoming Weekend, October 5-7, at RPI, Alpha Chapter hosted returning members of the 
class of 1962, as well as other alumni, with a wine and cheese reception on Friday and a barbecue lunch on Saturday. 
Thank you to those who attended:

Gary B. Garofalo ’62 (A960)
Gary “ichibod” peterson ’62 (A964)
van C. mow ’62 (A965)
John “Flea” torello ’62 (A968)

Frank “Rebel” van Rensselaer ’62 (A981)
August “Goofus” Gutheim ’63 (A982)
mike Gass ’65 (A1011)
hank malafronte ’65 (A1020)

Roland Cavalier (’68) (A1060)
dick Greenlaw ’68 (A1063)
dave Goldschmidt ’94 (A1364)
peter Anderson ’00 (A1477)



Theta xi
3

www.alpha6294.com

A fter a strong work week, with sev-
eral big projects and house im-
provements completed, Theta Xi 

was off to a great fall. Thanks to david W. 
Fowkes ’89 (A1275), a full home theater setup 
has been installed in the basement and has been 
an instrumental part of recruitment. Among other 
projects, the front sign was completely repainted 
and restored and all of the lofts in the house were 
removed in accordance to the new school man-
dates. The work hasn’t stopped and several proj-
ects have been completed, including the replace-
ment of one of the front steps.

FAll semesteR BRinGs 
neW AssOCiAtes And 
CAmpus invOlvement
Following recruitment, the chapter welcomed 
a solid new associate member class. Each new 
class brings the house closer to capacity and has 
made the brotherhood stronger. Newly elected 
Recruitment Chairman Roland Judd ’15 
(A1656) has already come up with great plans 
for spring, and we expect our results to reflect 
his dedication.

This fall the chapter has a strong intramural pres-
ence on campus by participating in seven sports: 
ice hockey, softball, volleyball, outdoor soccer, 
indoor soccer, basketball, and touch football. 
Most of the active brothers and associates par-
ticipate in at least one sport, and we look forward 
to defending our championship title in several of 
the leagues.

Many of the upperclassmen attended RPI’s career 
fair in September and demonstrated the leadership 
skills learned at Theta Xi. While many brothers 
received interviews for internships and full-time 
positions, many are still looking and would appre-
ciate any help that our alumni can give.

AnnuAl invites unite 
BROtheRs At AlphA ChApteR
The annual wine and cheese night and alumni 
barbecue was a great success. The actives were 
grateful to meet many members of the class of 
1962, who came back for their 50-year reunion. 
We took home first prize at RSE’s chowder fest 
for the third year in a row, making our chowder 
the best in the Greek community. It was also 

great to welcome many of the brothers and asso-
ciates’ parents for family weekend in October.

While the chapter is having a lot of recent success, 
we also see great opportunity for improvement. 
The Greek community as a whole has become 
stronger on campus, creating much closer com-
petition in every regard. With this we have set our 
goals high and aim to retake our spot on top of ac-
ademics and to, once more, be a five-star chapter.

JOin us in ApRil 
FOR 149th AnniveRsARY
I cannot stress enough how grateful the chapter 
is of the support and dedication that our alumni 
have shown. We all hope to see many of you 
back at the house on April 27 for the 149th an-
niversary and formal celebration. The doors are 
always open, and we warmly invite you to stop in 
and meet the men of Alpha Chapter today.

Yours in the Bonds,
William toth ’13 (A1631)
Chapter President
(631) 965-3400  /  tothw@rpi.edu

Recruitment a Success after Work Week Improvements
Actives Value Professional Guidance and Membership Referrals from Alumni

Members participate in work week 
prior to the start of fall classes. 

Alpha Chapter recruits new associate 
members with a car bash event. 

The wing-eating contest is a popular 
recruitment event for Theta Xi. 

vOlunteeRs needed 
Want to help out but not sure how? Contact david Fowkes ’89 (A1275) at 
dwfowkes@verizon.net, matt Glaccum ’92 (A1324) at mglaccum@geosphereinc.
com, or Chris Baldauf ’02 (A1487) at chris.baldauf@gmail.com to find out how 
you can help the chapter organizations grow. Whether acting as a mentor to the 
actives, working on the website, or joining in organizing alumni events, please 
consider helping strengthen the network connection.

CAll FOR phOtOs, YeARBOOKs
Help us expand our photo archives by donating your pictures and yearbooks to 
Alpha Chapter. We are specifically searching for photos from these years: pre-1958, 
1962, 1963, 1964, and 1969-1978. Please contact Matt Glaccum at mglaccum@
geosphereinc.com to make your submissions.

Alumni, thetA Xi needs YOuR help
volunteers and photos Wanted

Brothers pose for a picture for the Theta Xi page in the 1962 
Transit yearbook. (Coursey Institiute Archives)



Theta Xi association of Troy, N.Y.
4000 W. 6th Street, Suite B, #237
Lawrence, KS 66049

Address Service Requested

upCOminG 
events
April 26-27, 2013

149th anniversary 6294 weekend 
event and Alumni Association
annual meeting and elections

April 25-26, 2014
150th anniversary 6294 weekend

April 29, 2014
150th anniversary celebration 

at Alpha Chapter house

August 2014
150th anniversary National Theta Xi 

Convention in Troy, New York

sAve the dAte
April 26, 2014
Alumni, help plan 
Our 150th 6294! 

Join Theta Xis from around the world 
in Troy, New York, to celebrate the founding 

of Alpha Chapter and Theta Xi.

If you would like to help plan the festivities, 
please contact david Fowkes ’89 (A1275) 

at dwfowkes@verizon.net. 

Additionally, in August 2014 the 
150th anniversary convention will be

 held at the Hilton Garden Troy. 
More details to come on both events. 

Visit Us on the Web

Reconnect with your Alpha brothers 
and stay up to date on all the latest 
chapter events by visiting our 

LinkedIn and Facebook pages.

linkedin: Search for “Alpha Chapter of Theta 
Xi” and connect professionally to 103 brothers. 

Facebook: Search for “Zoo Alumni” to find 283 
members, or search by individual groups, “Theta 
Xi Club of Boston,” “Theta Xi Club of New York,” 
and “Theta Xi – Washington, DC Alumni Club.” 

Alpha Chapter: Explore the alumni database, view 
the photo gallery, read expanded articles, and update 
your information at the Alpha Chapter of Theta Xi 
Alumni website at www.alpha6294.com. A new 
feature allows you to locate Alpha alumni through 
Google Maps. If you are moving or traveling, use the 
locator to find brothers who live in the area.  

Kody Ballard ’16
St. Albans, Vt.

Beren evans ’16
Voluntown, Conn.

Chris Flood ’16*
Easton, Pa.

[Father William ’97 (A1418)]

Carson hotard ’16
Annandale, Va.

James Wang ’16
Fresh Meadows, N.Y.

patrick Wasil ’16
Fort Mill, S.C.

david Wen ’15
China

pat Whelan ’13
Old Lyme, Conn.

*Legacy; relative 
in brackets

Welcome, New Associate Members

Alpha Chapter welcomed eight new associate members at the induction ceremony on September 28. 

Brothers, be sure to check out the November 13 sports section in USA Today. Our very own 
dick Greenlaw ’68 (A1063) was featured as the NCAA record holder for highest number of saves 

in a single game! Dick set the all time record with 78 saves in the Rensselaer- 
Boston University game on December 14, 1965. Congratulations, Dick.


